Tused: y e 4^*? Jon 1 ? Smith of Preston was here on some 
business; In the Afternoon there was a considerable shower of 
Rain &c. 


Wednesd: y e 5^*? In y e morning we Assisted y e Haskels in 
drawing some Timber for a Sider Press. Toward noon L? Ben: 
Brewster came here on some perticular Business. In y e Afternoon 
Capt: Tim: Clark*' was here on ac^ of some Office Business, which 
was accomplish'd. 

Thursd: y e 6^*? In y e morning old Bliss was here on 
some business. M^ Andrus kil'd a Calf for me &c. 

We this morning have Observ'd a large Number of Cannon 
fir'd at N.London, & were full of conjecture of an Alarm, Toward 
noon I went down to M-f Harveys on an Errend; but on my way I met 
Capt: Hilliard who Informs me ylr y e Enimy have Landed at 
N.London, & y£ Country is greatly alarm'd; soon after my Return 
y e Greenslit Gang made me a Visit. 

At about 2 oClock I set off from home to look for 
Inteligence, about y e same time I Observ'd a very great Smoke 
arrising from N.London, but hear'd no Firing; I proceeded to y e 
Landing, but found no satisfactory Inteligence, but of y e General 
conjecture is y^ y e Enimy were now burning y e Town; when I 
arriv'd at Phin? Leffingwells I met an Express, who fully 
confirmd our conjecture; I then proceeded on my way, & was soon 
overtaken by Capt: Elijah Backus, in compY with whom I rode most 
of y e way to N.L.; while I was Assending Boles's Hill I met Genii 
Saltonstall who Informs us y 1 ? y e Enimy had left y e Town and 
Reembark'd; y"? Fort Griswold was suppos'd to be in possesion of 
y e Enimy &c, on which I rode into Town where I arriv'd alittle 
before Day light in, & found all y e Stores & I Judg half of y e 
other Buildings burnt down, most of y e Buildings on Groton Bank, 
& y e Shiping in y e Harbour, wer[e] also in flames; After finding 
my old Neighbour Brooks & some othe[r] of my Acquaintance, of 
whom I collected what Information I could, I went up to y e 
Meeting House, where y e Militia were chiefly Assembled, I here 


o 

At this time Jabez Fitch was a Justice of the Peace for New 
London County. The case referred to here dealt with a debt between 
Timothy Clark of Norwich and John Barney of New London. Jabez Fitch 
court record book for the period 5 September 1781 to 12 March 1789 is 
now in the Wilbur Collection, Bailey/Howe Library, University of 
Vermont, Burlington, Vermont. 
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staid a considerable Time see Capt: Deshon & some others, of whom 
I also obtain'd some more Inteligence, & at about 10 oClock set 
off for home, y e Road being most of y e way throng'd with People; 
I made some short stop at y e Landing, and reach'd home Just at 
Day break, when I turn'd in & took a little rest. 

Fryd: y e 7^*3 I went to Town to Attend a Meeting of y e 
Selet Men, a Town Meeting was also warned to be Attended this 
day, but both were pretty much prevented on ac^ of y e Alarm; 
However I spent most of y e Day with Esq-*f Lathrop in y e Towns 
business I also here see several of my old Connections among whom 
was Capt; Tilden, who gav[e] us a perticular ac^ of our late Loss 
at Groton, in y e Garison of Fort Griswould, & y e most Inhuman 
behaviour of y e Enimy there, to y e brave & Valuable men who fell 
into their hands; I also had a short conferrence with M^ Turner, 
& with Capt; Allen &c. Just at Night I came down to y e Landing, 
& cal'd in at M-’f Clement on some business with M^ Frisbie, where 
my Horse, made his Escape, by which means I lost my Saddle Bridle 
& Great Coat, & also had to come home on foot. 

Saturd; y e st" 1 ? In y e morning I set off very Early in 
pursuit of my Sadie, altho' I was unsuccesfull, & went to y e 
Landing, and after making Critical Enquiry &c, I came home about 
noon. In y e Afternoon I went down to y e Avery place where y e 
Boys were at work, & was at Capt; Ellis's, Mort; Stoddards & 
Dani3- Brewsters on several Errends, & after Sunset Return'd home. 

Sund; y e 9 H 1 In y e Evening I was down at Capt Prides, & 
at Harveys on some Errends, came home in compY with Capt; W 1 ? 
Andrus. 

Mond: y e 10^*3 Early in y e morning I was up at John 
Clarks on aclr of some Town Business; After which I went down in 
Wales to set y e Boys to work. 

In y e Afternoon I Attended a Court before Simon Tracy 
Esqf before whom a number of town Off-f? were Inadvertantly 
Summoned to appear, & y e Town made a Considerable Expence very 
foolishly; I came home in compY with Capt; Miner Tracy. 

Tused; y e lit'} 1 I attended Freemans Meeting where Col: 
Josh: Huntington & M-f John Backus were Choose Deputys, I was also 
Detain'd on business with y e Select Men while somewhat late & 
came home part way in compY with Capt Ellis. 

Wednesd: y e 12^*3 In y e Afternoon I Attended some 
business betw 7 een Moses Tracy & Sam.} Belsher; After which I went 
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